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NIHR BRC Healthcare Professional Placement Scheme – Project Proposal Form

	BRC Cluster:
	Inflammation

	BRC Theme:
	Respiratory

	Project Title:
	RADicA (Rapid Access Diagnostics for Asthma)



	Practice Supervisor

	Name:
	Liam Whipday

	Base:
	Wythenshawe hospital

	Email Address:
	Liam.Whipday @manchester.ac.uk

	Academic Supervisor

	Name:
	Ran Wang

	Base:
	Wythenshawe hospital

	Email Address:
	Ran.wang-2@manchester.ac.uk


 
	Background and Project Details:

	The RADicA study takes place at Wythenshawe Hospital. It is a rapid access outpatient research clinic run by the asthma research team. The aim of the project is to find out the best way to diagnose asthma.

Unfortunately, there is no single test to diagnose asthma. Many breathing tests are available, but it is unclear which one of these is best. Because it can be difficult to diagnose asthma, some people may be given long-term treatment they do not need, whilst others are not given treatment that they do need. We want to improve the way asthma is diagnosed, by understanding how to use the routine breathing tests in a better way. We also hope to develop new/better breathing tests to diagnose asthma.

The RADicA study investigates children and adults with asthma-like symptoms (such as cough, wheeze, breathlessness or chest tightness). Breathing tests (both routine and new) are carried out on patients and some are started on an inhaler to help with the symptoms.  The results of the study will be used to improve the way doctors diagnose asthma.


	Potential Outcomes / Impact:

	The successful applicant would be able to gain experience in all aspects of the conduct of this clinical trial.  Most of this would be patient-facing, gaining experience in administering questionnaires and pulmonary function tests, and assessing response to treatment, under the direct supervision of the research team.

The successful applicant will get experience in all aspects of clinical trials, but in particular the day-to-day conduct of a project such as this.  They will receive training in administering questionnaires, performing lung function tests and data collection. They will learn about asthma diagnostic and treatment pathways. 

They will have the opportunity to perform data analysis and writeup of a particular aspect of this project (and submit an abstract for presentation in national conference), depending on the applicant’s experience and interest.  We will be happy to provide support if they wish to pursue further opportunities / funding in this area to develop their research interests and career.


	Who would be suitable for the placement?

	This project would be particularly suitable for paediatric nurses and physiologists. Other allied healthcare professionals can also apply. 


	Are there any pre-requisites that are required in advance of the placement?

	The candidate does not need any specific research experience.


	What skills will be developed by the trainee during the placement?

	The candidate will be able to develop skills in managing and running the day to day activities of clinical trials. The candidate will have the opportunities to undertake data collection and analysis on one or more of the following topics:

-Experience in diversity and inclusivity of recruitment of RADicA study
-Using digital technologies to monitor inhaler adherence 
-Role of different novel tests in diagnosing asthma
-Treatment adherence and disease outcomes


	What training and support will be offered to the trainee during the placement?

	The candidate will be able to work closely with study physiologists, nurses and research staff during the placement and will be closely supervised and supported. Training for study procedures, data collection and analysis will be provided. 


	Proposed Placement Timeframe:

	10 – 12 weeks.


	Could a flexible placement approach be supported where required? 

	Yes. 


	Proposed Start Date:

	April 2026


	Where will the placement participant be based during the placement?

	Manchester University NHS Foundation Trust, Wythenshawe hospital. 
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