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BRC Next Generation Therapeutics (NGT) Theme – 
Project Funding Call 3 (July 2025)
Call Remit 
Following on from the successes of the previous Manchester BRC Next Generation Therapeutics Theme (NGT) Funding Calls in 2023 and 2024, the third call is now open for applications. 
NGT invites researchers and collaborators to apply for projects between £30,000-£50,000. If project value is more than £30,000 then this should be split across 2 financial years (further details below in ‘Finances’ section) for therapeutic intervention related projects, including:
· Experimental, biomarker and/or clinical projects to develop a pathway to a new, improved or re-purposed intervention and/or development of a therapeutic companion to support an intervention trial; rather than phenotyping and diagnostics of disease.
· Proof of concept intervention study
· Projects which clearly evidence high likelihood of progression to a proof of concept/early phase study and/or be more competitive in securing external grant funding.

Projects must:

· Relate to therapeutic intervention of disease, rather than diagnostic interventions.

· Be of an appropriate scale and able to be initiated without a great delay (e.g., with ethics already in place where necessary). 

· Have a duration of up to 18 months max (with an aim to start no later than Oct 2025). 

· Align with the remit of the NGT Theme programmes (as detailed in Appendix 1). 

Priority will be given to projects which:

· Span across 2 or more of our BRC research themes and/or clusters.

· Bring in industry collaboration/support.

· Create novel resources that can be adapted for additional projects and/or develop new technologies.

· Demonstrate clear opportunity for translation to early phase trials.
· Demonstrate a path to a follow-on application for external grant funding.

Applicant Eligibility:

· This call is open to both BRC and non-BRC associated staff, and we encourage applications led by:

· Early Career Researchers

· Nurses, Midwives and Allied Health Professionals 

· The lead applicant must hold an appropriate contract with a BRC partner organisation and/or with a Higher Education Institute (HEI) within the Greater Manchester area. This contract must exceed the duration of the proposed project.

· The call is also open to Children’s research.

Finances

· NGT will fund projects of £30-50,000. 

· Projects ending 31st March 2026 (6 months duration) may request funding up to £30,000.

· Projects ending 31st March 2027 (18 months duration) may request funding up to £50,000 (split over 2 financial years as per the table below). 

· Funds are only available for: 
· Short-term post-doctoral/research assistant posts 
· Project-related consumables 

· Additional non-staff costs (e.g. PPIE/EDI etc.)
· Equipment purchases are capped at £5,000 per item and must be justified against the duration of the project).

· The BRC cannot fund pre-clinical/animal model work 

For projects ending 31st March 2026, funding will be available from the Project Start Date.

For projects ending 31st March 2027, funding will be awarded in 2 payments. 

· Payment 1: Available from Project Start Date

· Payment 2: Available from 1st April 2026

Project costings must be split (in the application) across financial years to reflect this payment schedule. 

	BRC Financial Year
	Funding Available per project
	Funding to be spent between:

	FY4 Present to 31st March 2026 (Project Year 1)
	£30,000
	Present to 31st March 2026

	FY5 01st April 2026 to 31st March 2027 (Project Year 2)
	£20,000
	01st April 2026 – 31st March 2027


· Please review the NGT Terms and Conditions document before applying.

Application Process:
· Applications are subject to a review by an appointed NGT Theme review panel.

· Awards are made based on scientific merit, relevance to our focus areas and impact on patient health outcomes.

	Project duration  6- 18 months

	Funding Call Closes
	27th August 2025

	Panel Review
	4th September 2025

	Award Letters Issued
	12th September 2025

	Project Start Date
	1st October 2025 


· UoM Research Support office and relevant NHS Trust R&I should both be contacted prior to submission, as appropriate (i.e. if including UoM/Trust staff costs).

· Please direct any enquiries and the completed application form to Mamoona Ahmed (NGT Theme Manager) (Mamoona.Ahmed@mft.nhs.uk) 
Appendix 1: Theme Details
1. Programme 1: A methodological and inclusive platform (Katherine Payne (Katherine.Payne@manchester.ac.uk), Jayne Lawrence (Jayne.Lawrence@manchester.ac.uk), Arpana Verma (Arpana.Verma@manchester.ac.uk))
· Development of methods to inform more effective value proposition and pharmacological/pharmaceutical evaluation to identify areas of greatest unmet need with maximal likelihood of success.
· Widening access to NGT trials by developing methodologies that ensure populations across our region have access to NGT studies (that may include working with the Inclusive Research Methods team (IRM contact: Abin Thomas abin.thomas@manchester.ac.uk) and Patient Public Involvement, Engagement and Participation (PPIEP contact Annie Keane annie.keane@mft.nhs.uk)

2. Programme 2: Designing innovative trial designs (Matthew Parkes Matthew.Parkes@manchester.ac.uk)
· Development of clinically and prognostically relevant surrogate/patient-reported endpoints for PoC trials.

· Development of molecular stratifiers and pharmacogenomics to inform the design of endotype-driven innovative trials and/or development of novel trial methods.
3. Programme 3: Precision therapeutics of high-risk groups and high burden diseases (Maya Buch (Maya.Buch@manchester.ac.uk)
· Optimisation work to progress intervention studies that:

· target people at risk of high burden disease (spanning the BRC clusters)

· enable use of novel/repurposed therapeutics to treat refractory disease.
· identify targets of inflammation and fibrosis and application into relevant diseases

4. Programme 4: Nanoscale-based technologies and advanced biomaterials to improve health (Julie Gough (Julie.Gough@manchester.ac.uk , Kostas Kostarelos (Kostas.Kostarelos@manchester.ac.uk)
· Nanomaterials and biomaterials as novel interventions, drug delivery system or similar

5. Programme 5: ATMPs for resistant cancers and rare conditions (Fiona Thistlethwaite (fiona.thistlethwaite@nhs.net)
· Development of cell-based delivery system to enhance immunotherapy and gene editing techniques.
