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The basics 











The tool 



• ‘Explorer for Institutions’ customer since 2014 
• Digital Science/Holtzbrinck product 
• Integrates with Pure 
• 3 year site licence 

 

Background: 



Sources of attention: 
 

• Public policy documents 
• Blogs 
• Mainstream media 
• Online reference managers 
• Social media 
• Post-publication peer-review platforms 
• Wikipedia 
 
 
 



www.altmetric.com/explorer 







Browse by source of attention 
 
 



Policy documents 
 
• 1.4 million mentions of research outputs in policy documents  

 
• Searches policy sources produced by over 50 organisations globally 

 
• Indexed ~6700 policy mentions of University of Manchester research 

papers 



















News mentions 
 
• Track mentions across 2000 news outlets around the world 

 
• ~17,000 news reports mention individual academic research outputs 

each week 
 

• Indexed ~46000 news mentions of University of Manchester research 
papers 
 
 









Browse attention by organisational 
structure 

 
 









Browse attention by author 
 
 





Browse attention by custom group 
 
 





Browse attention of a single output 
 
 













Using the data 



Impact 

Reach 



Rank Title 

1. Experimental evidence of massive-scale emotional contagion through social 
networks 

5044 

2. Variation in Melanism and Female Preference in Proximate but Ecologically Distinct 
Environments 

4823 

3. Artificial sweeteners induce glucose intolerance by altering the gut microbiota 3500 

4. Stimulus-triggered fate conversion of somatic cells into pluripotency 2986 

5. Dogs are sensitive to small variations of the Earth's magnetic field 2956 

6. Christmas 2013: Research: The survival time of chocolates on hospital wards: 
covert observational study 

2734 

7. Epidemiological modeling of online social network dynamics 2392 

8. Searching the Internet for evidence of time travelers 2246 

9. Conscious Brain-to-Brain Communication in Humans Using Non-Invasive 
Technologies 

2160 

10. Were James Bond's drinks shaken because of alcohol induced tremor? 2146 

http://www.altmetric.com/top100/2014/
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Identifying potential REF outputs 







Supporting REF impact case studies 



https://www.ref.ac.uk/guidance/ 



https://www.ref.ac.uk/guidance/ 



2 case studies 

https://prezi.com/wicowf5rxgxs/school-of-health-sciences-away-day/




Thanks! 
 

scott.taylor@manchester.ac.uk 


